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Dear Life School Families,

Character and leadership are foundational to our 

Life School culture. We believe in creating an 

environment for building trust, valuing people and 

pursuing continuous improvement. As we grow as an 

organization, it is important that we continue to 

cultivate the culture that has provided success for the 

past 20 years. As such, we have created a common 

language around 15 specific attributes to ensure a 

consistent focus on preparing students so they’re 

Ready to Learn, Ready to Lead and Ready for Life. 

  The new framework helps make sure we each 

become Ready to Learn through the use of critical 

thinking and information literacy skills, as well as 

maintaining a global perspective. We are Ready to 

Lead when we exhibit ethical leadership, humility 

and social awareness. We must also be collaborative, 

problem solvers and effective communicators. We 

are Ready for Life when we exhibit citizenship and 

financial literacy. Additionally, we must be self-

aware, self-managed, goal-oriented and resilient.

  This past year, professional development 

activities around the Leader Profile provided a time 

for teachers and staff to personally reflect on 

the leadership attributes and discuss how they 

applied to their job, their team and their passions. 

Each month, leaders throughout the organization 

shared personal leadership stories that highlighted 

the attributes we aspire to teach our students. 

You will continue to see this common language 

throughout our organization as we connect the 

activities, programs and opportunities our students 

experience every day to the attributes necessary to be 

Ready to Learn, Ready to Lead and Ready for Life.

  I invite you to learn more about the Leader 

Profile in the article on pages 10-11. Also, look for 

special call-outs of attributes featured throughout 

the magazine. 

 Parents, we understand you have a choice where 

your child is educated. Life School is honored to 

serve your family. We are committed to helping your 

child reach his or her full potential.

Sincerely,

Brent Wilson
Superintendent

Ready to Learn 
                       

Ready for Life
Ready to Lead
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OVERCOMING               TRIBULATION

n the last semester of her eighth-grade 
year at Life Middle School Waxahachie, 

the unthinkable happened to Aziza Clerk 
when both her parents were killed in a car 
accident while traveling back home from a 
Houston business trip.
 “We found out at 3:00 in the morning 
when the police called,” recalls Aziza, who is 
now a senior at Life High School Waxahachie. 
 In an instant her life was turned upside 
down. Aziza was excited about starting high 
school before tragedy struck. 
 “It was really hard,” says Aziza. “I had to 
start making my schedule for my freshman 
year around the time when my parents died. 
And that was something that normally my 
mom would have helped me with.”
 The soon-to-be college freshman, who 
lives with her aunt (father’s sister), thinks the 
toughest thing about losing her parents is the 
life events they’ve either missed or are going to 
miss. “Starting high school, getting my license, 
graduation, helping me move to college,” she 
says. “They won’t be here to watch me grow 
and stretch as a person.”
 Her mom always wanted Aziza to take 
advantage of dual credit in high school. “She 
thought it’d be easier and less expensive to 
earn college credits in high school and start 
out with an associate’s degree,” she recalls. 

 Unfortunately the sadness of losing two 
parents at the same time started to catch up 
with Aziza and during her sophomore year she 
fell behind and failed one of her dual-credit 
courses.
 “I started at the top of my class freshman 
year, but when I failed the class, I fell to 15th,” 
she remembers. 
 Despite losing her parents and hitting 
a rough patch in her academics, Aziza was 
determined to do better. “I studied harder 
and started getting all of my homework 
knocked out as soon as I got home from 
school,” she says.
 Aziza will graduate in the top 10 percent 
of her class at Life High School Waxahachie 
and the avid reader dreams of becoming a 
book editor and writer.
 Her favorite books? “I liked fantasy and 
sci-fi at first,” she says, “but I’ve moved on to 
more realistic fiction now.”
 She also loves watching movies and wants 
to write a screenplay herself one day. “Possibly 
sci-fi,” she says.
  To help move her dreams along, Aziza has 
big plans for college next year.
 “At first I didn’t know where I wanted 
to go,” she says. “But I Googled schools with 
creative writing programs and found the 
University of Central Arkansas.”
 Her school counselor, Alysa Shull, agrees 
with Aziza’s path.
 “She is a really good 
writer,” says Alysa. “She has 
really pushed herself, 
taken AP courses and 
pulled everything 
together. She has 
overcome so much.”
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Cayla Perry
Life School Oak Cliff Elementary

 hat makes Life School Oak Cliff ’s 
announcements so special is the 

inspirational saying Principal Anita Sanders 
uses every morning in conclusion: “No matter 
the challenge, no matter what, we are always 
Lions and we never give up!”
  Principal Sanders didn’t come up with the 
saying by herself, though. She has fourth-grade 
student Cayla Perry to thank for the daily dose 
of inspiration.
  “In the mornings I go around the halls 
and greet the students and staff,” she says. 
“And on one particular morning, I saw Cayla 
and she said she had something she wanted 
to share with me.”
  So, Principal Sanders followed Cayla into 
her classroom where Cayla gave her a piece 
of paper with the saying written on it.
  “I instantly fell in love with it,” 
Principal Sanders recalls. “Then I decided it 
was a perfect closer for what I was sharing 
every day over the announcements.”

Inspired by Nickelodeon
Cayla says the inspiration behind her 
saying came while watching a TV show 
on Nickelodeon.
  “I got a little help from a show called 
Breadwinners,” recalls the nine-year-old, 
who has an older sister Caitlyn, 10, and a 
younger brother Anthony, almost 2.
  The Breadwinners version goes 
something like this:  “No matter the challenge, 
no matter what, we always deliver and we 
never give up!”
  Cayla says that last year her friends were 
not getting along very well. When she 

heard the saying on TV, she thought, “Bet I 
could think of something like this that would 
help my fellow classmates get along,” she 
remembers.
 That’s when Cayla got to work on her own 
saying for the Life School Oak Cliff Lions.
  She wrote it at home and first shared it 
with her sister Caitlyn, who thought it was 
good. And then she shared it with her mom. 
“She loved it too,” says Cayla.
 
Motivation for Everyone
Principal Sanders says Cayla’s dose of
inspiration is not just motivational for the 
students. She believes it’s a daily reminder for 
teachers and staff that whatever challenges 
they face during the school day can be 
overcome with a positive mindset. That’s why 
she always starts her closing line for the 
announcements with, “Teachers and students, 
no matter the challenge, no matter what, we 
are always Lions and we never give up!”
  “It’s become a standard to share Cayla’s 
words of encouragement with the campus 
every day,” says Principal Sanders. “Even in its 
simplicity, the quote holds value when faced 
with adversities.”

W
   MORNING           MOTIVATIONTHE
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What follows is a Q&A with Life School Chief Culture
Officer Jennifer Wilson. She is leading the charge for the district’s 
updated leadership language.

Can you tell me a little about the program?
It’s really not a program – it’s a culture and who we are. The language is new 
but the concepts are not. Life School has been focused on leadership and 
character since the doors opened in 1998. We’re taking time now to capture 
our culture and define it using a common language. In order to grow and 
fulfill our mission, we felt it was important for us to be speaking the same 
language around leadership attributes. The behaviors are already part of our 
culture and expectations, we’re just labeling them in the form of 15 attributes.

When are the attributes being rolled out?
All staff received a deck of Leader Action Cards this past year that 
defines the 15 attributes. The cards include reflective questions, as well as 
actions to take and not take when exhibiting the attribute. Staff participated 
in self-reflection activities utilizing the cards to affirm their leadership 
abilities and to set goals for personal and professional growth. We 
intentionally focused on staff this past year and will continue to build upon 
what was started with staff to extend the language to students through daily 
communication and activities. Ultimately, we want staff, students and parents 
speaking the same leadership language using these attributes as our guide.

How will the attributes be shared with students?
We see this developing organically. At this time there isn’t a set curriculum. 
Rather the language will be incorporated into what we’re already doing. 
Whether you’re a kindergartner, a senior in high school or staff or parent –
everyone knows the skills and knowledge necessary to be Ready to Learn, 
Ready to Lead, and Ready for Life.
 In the future, there could be specific ideas everyone incorporates into 
their classrooms. But for now we are seeing what works and how it can grow 
as teachers and staff share ideas. It is a collaborative process. There will be 
freedoms for staff to incorporate the attributes in different ways. We do plan 
to provide Life Leader posters at all campuses, and the Life Leader Action 
Cards will be provided for all students.

What are the benefits of this updated language?
We hope everyone is ultimately Ready to Learn, Ready to Lead and Ready for 
Life. Whether you’re a kindergartner, a senior or staff or parents – everyone 
knows the skills and characteristics that will help them be Ready for Life and 
whatever circumstances they may face.

Ready to Learn 
                       

Ready for Life
Ready to Lead

"Life School leaders like 
Jennifer, who serves as the 
Treasurer for the Midlothian 
Chamber Board, often share 
their talents and leadership
development programs with 
the chambers and the 
community. When asked why, 
she points to one of 15 Leader 
Profile cards developed by 
Life School for administrators, 
teachers, and students. The 
citizenship attribute card 
includes 'contributing to 
society' and encourages
questions like 'How can I use 
my strengths to serve my 
community?' Life School 
leaders believe that schools 
and communities have to work 
together so that all students 
find a place for success."

Cathy Altman is the current Chair of the 
Midlothian Chamber of Commerce. She 
writes a monthly Leadership Lessons column 
on her blog. In May 2018, she wrote about 
Life School ’s Life Leader attributes.

LIFE LEADER ATTRIBUTES READY TO LEARN
Critical Thinking
Global Perspective
Information Literacy

READY TO LEAD
Collaborative
Effective Communicator
Ethical Leadership
Humility
Problem Solver
Social Awareness

READY FOR LIFE
Citizenship
Financial Literacy
Goal-Oriented
Resilient
Self-Aware
Self-Managed
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READY TO LEARN: 
DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR
Life School held its third annual District Elementary Science Fair at its 
Red Oak campus on February 9.  Fifty-seven students in grades 3-6 from 
five of Life School’s campuses competed, with awards going to 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place at each grade level.  
 Students in these grade levels at Life School’s five campuses 
presented a science project of their choosing based on pre-defined 
criteria, while allowing them to use their own creativity to develop their 
individualized project as part of this hands-on learning experience. 
 “The goal of our annual District Science Fair is to provide students 
with an authentic experience that will enable them to think critically 
while building upon their own problem-solving and communication 
skills,” said Melissa Brown, Life School District Elementary Science 
Coordinator.
 This year’s first place winners were: 3rd Grade, Joey Speck (Red 
Oak); 4th Grade, Mercy Garcia (Mountain Creek); 5th Grade; Annalise 
Sanchez (Red Oak); 6th Grade, Christian Shedd (Red Oak).

1st Place Winners:  Mercy Garcia (Life School Mountain Creek, 4th Grade); Joey Speck 
(Life School Red Oak, 3rd Grade); Annalise Sanchez (Life School Red Oak, 5th Grade), and 
Christian Shedd (Life School Red Oak, 6th Grade). Administrators: Melissa Brown, District 
Elementary Science Curriculum Coordinator; Brent Wilson, Life School Superintendent; and 
Troy Mooney, Chief Academic Officer.

     Striving &     
       Thriving

One thing is very evident in the Life School community – we strive to give and help others whenever we can. We’re also very 
committed to making our schools and students the best they can be. Please read below to see all of the fabulous things our staff, 
students, parents, and teachers did this year to help our school communities thrive.

CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY
The students and staff at Cedar Hill are committed to helping others! As evidence, they held a food drive for the Chocolate Mint 
Foundation; collected and donated almost 3,000 cans of food to help those in need at Thanksgiving; raised money for Pennies for 
Patients; and the National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS) created cards to send to the family of a young heart surgery patient. In 
addition to its annual Fall Carnival, the school hosted College and Career Week in April and the Cedar Hill Fire Department visited 
campus to share a skit about fire prevention and home safety. 

CH
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LANCASTER ELEMENTARY
The school held a successful Beary 
Fall Festival. Students also volunteered 
at the Red Oak Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in October.

LIFE MIDDLE SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE
During Volunteer Month, staff volunteered at Waxahachie Cares, helping stock 
pantry shelves and organize donations. In addition, 35 professionals came to the 
school in April for Career Day to share information about their careers and how 
students can prepare for their professional futures.

RED OAK ELEMENTARY
The staff at Red Oak went above and beyond this year! They collected and 
donated socks, gloves, and mittens to Manna House in Midlothian, and also 
helped organize donations at the thrift store. Teachers ran a very successful Fall 
Festival – they recruited volunteers, organized donations, and ran booths to raise 
money for their grade levels. 

OAK CLIFF ELEMENTARY
Oak Cliff loves to give! The school held a Campus Coloring Book Collection Drive for 
a children’s hospital; staff volunteered at World Vision in Grand Prairie; and there 
was a canned food drive for Texas Food Bank. As usual there was lots of fun at the 
Fall Festival in October, the Father/Daughter Dance in February, and the Mother/Son 
Dance in May. The school’s third annual Career Day was also held in May, bringing 
out parents and community members who shared information about their careers.

OAK CLIFF SECONDARY
Staff put on a Fall Festival in October 
with help from OC students and 
athletes. The school also did an Angel 
Tree for kinder students at OCE and 
held two blood drives.

READY FOR LIFE: SENIOR LIFE PROJECTS
Life School’s Senior LIFE Projects are a year-long academic 
investigation that allows students who take an English class on 
campus to showcase their strengths and skills in a particular area 
of interest.  
  During the fall semester, students select a topic, propose a 
plan, and write an academic research paper. During the spring 
semester, students find and work with a mentor, spend 20 hours 
outside of school in the area of study, develop a product, and share 
their discoveries with a panel of judges from the local business 
community.
  The Senior LIFE Project allows seniors to learn about real-life, 
meaningful situations and apply them in the real world.  It 
incorporates choice and self-discovery.  Students work to 
demonstrate their ability to apply, analyze, synthesize, and 
evaluate information and most importantly, communicate their 
learning clearly.
 The Senior LIFE Project helps ensure that Life School 
graduates are not only Ready to Learn and Ready to Lead, but 
Ready for Life. 

READY FOR LIFE: FINANCIAL LITERACY DAY
Fourth graders across the Life School district participated in 
Financial Literacy Day on April 12 in order to better understand 
how to make, manage, invest and spend money. Financial literacy 
ensures that students are Ready for Life. 
 Life School developed a lesson for the day that focused on two 
of the most frequently tested topics in the TEKS (Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills): calculating a profit and fixed vs. variable 
expenses. Financial experts from the community (and Life School 
Central Office) served as volunteers on Financial Literacy Day to 
help teach the lesson.
 On April 12, volunteers were deployed to every fourth grade 
class across the district to help students understand real-world 
business concepts of revenue, expenses and calculating a profit. 
Students also had an opportunity to review an example of an 
individual’s monthly budget and explore the concepts of fixed and 
variable expenses.  
 Thank you to all of the volunteers who shared their valuable 
experience and expertise, including:
 
Paul Colwell, Edward Jones                                         
Vernon Folks, Edward Jones
Chris Lewis, American Heart Association
Barry Moore, Edward Jones                                        
Mikki Moss, Regions Bank                                            
Bridgette Turner, Legacy Texas Bank 
Kay Bateman, Federal Programs Manager, Life School
Bryon Ding, Strategic Planner, Life School
Megan Harrison, Chief Financial Officer, Life School
Diana Maturino, Finance Manager, Life School

READY FOR LIFE: CTE CERTIFICATIONS
Another way Life School students receive hands-on training for the 
real world is through Career and Technical Education certifications, or 
CTEs. At Life School, CTE pathways include Adobe Suite (Photoshop, 
Illustrator, Premier Pro), Microsoft Office Word Expert and Excel Expert, 
Pharmacy Technician with Sterile IV and Patient Care Technician.
 Certifications like these, called industry standard certifications, 
provide credentials that verify students have met the necessary 
skill standards established by an industry and have the minimal 
requirements needed to successfully enter the workforce and compete 
in that field.
 The Texas Education Agency (TEA) also acknowledges the 
certifications are state, nationally and internationally recognized, 
represent a culmination of knowledge and skills achieved at the end 
of a CTE program, are transferable to an institute of higher education 
or workplace setting and are valuable to industry.
 Congrats to our students who earned CTE certifications this year!
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
IN 2017-18, 23 LIFE SCHOOL TEAMS QUALIFIED 

FOR THE POSTSEASON. AMONG THE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
AND REGIONAL AND STATE QUALIFIERS ARE:

REGIONAL QUALIFIERS
OAK CLIFF: Girls and Boys Cross Country, Girls Power Lifting, 

Boys Soccer, Girls and Boys Track, Girls and Boys Golf
WAXAHACHIE: Boys Cross Country, Girls and Boys Power Lifting, 

Girls and Boys Track, Girls Golf

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
OAK CLIFF: Boys Cross Country

WAXAHACHIE: Boys Cross Country, Girls Track

BI-DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
OAK CLIFF: Boys Soccer

WAXAHACHIE: Boys Basketball

AREA CHAMPIONS
OAK CLIFF: Boys Soccer

WAXAHACHIE: Girls Track

QUARTER-FINAL CHAMPIONS
OAK CLIFF: Boys Soccer

REGIONAL CHAMPIONS
WAXAHACHIE: Girls Track

STATE QUALIFIERS
OAK CLIFF: Boys Track (silver medalists in 4x100, 110 hurdles)

WAXAHACHIE: Boys Cross Country, Girls and 
Boys Power Lifting, Girls and Boys Track

The Life School District is a proud member of 

the University Interscholastic League (UIL).  

With more than 1,400 students participating 

in 17 interscholastic sports, Life School’s 

athletic programs compete for championships 

every year while instilling character and 

integrity into our student athletes.  Highlights 

from the 2017-18 school year:

> Positive Coaching Alliance seminars were 

held for students, parents and coaches to 

enhance the goal of winning championships 

while building character and integrity in our 

student athletes.

> Middle and high school student athletes 

participated in weekly character lessons to 

reinforce the core principles of Life School 

Athletics.

> Student Advisory Council meetings at both 

high schools brought the student leaders of 

different teams together for character lessons 

and Strengths training.

> Twelve student athletes signed with 

colleges to continue their athletic careers.

Champions 
    Building 

with character

(OUR ATHLETIC PRINCIPLES: LEADERSHIP, INTEGRITY, FAMILY AND EXCELLENCE)
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(continued on next page)

     strong 
ife changed in an instant for Darius Yarbrough while 
walking home from a neighborhood basketball court 

the night of May 7, 2016. 
 Darius was walking on the sidewalk with his young cousin 
Emanuel, whom he had just made sure was walking on the
interior part of the sidewalk farthest away from the street. 
Cars were speeding and one lost control, jumped the curb and 
hit Darius; he landed across a fence with a broken femur and 
right shin, a skull fracture and severe damage to his ring finger, 
among other injuries.
 Darius’ uncle, who was following him home in his car when 
the accident occurred, called 911 and Darius was transported 
to Baylor Scott & White Medical Center in Dallas. 
 The driver who hit Darius never stopped. 

L

Darius     
Darius Yarbrough
Life School Oak Cliff Secondary 
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The long journey back
The hit-and-run put Darius in ICU for a week and a 
half following surgery to repair his broken bones.
 “I was awakened by severe pain over my entire 
body with tubes in my arms and the inability to 
move my legs,” remembers the soon-to-be-senior 
at Life School Oak Cliff Secondary. “My head was 
in a brace and I felt trapped in my own body. My 
femur bone was broken on my left leg and my shin 
bone was broken in three places on my right leg, in 
addition to having a linear skull fracture, with road 
rash on my back and legs.” 
 Following nearly three weeks in the hospital, 
Darius was transported to Dallas Baylor 
Rehabilitation Center, where he spent two months 
learning to walk again and working on his motor 
and neurological skills that were damaged in 
the accident. 
 “I prayed for my family, myself, strength and the 
will to fight,” says Darius. “I was in severe pain each 
day, but I was in more pain watching my family sleep 
in a chair every night because they didn’t want to 
leave me alone.”
 Darius’ mother Rhonda Yarbrough was 
thankfully able to work from the rehabilitation 
center while caring for Darius. The entire family 
was very hands-on, including his father Rodney 
Yarbrough and sister Allysia.
 “I knew I had to get better for myself and for 
them,” he says. “With the encouragement from my 
family, coaches and friends, I decided to push myself 
in therapy and take advantage of everything that 
was given to me without complaining. I wanted my 
life back.”

Getting back on the field
Following inpatient rehab, Darius came home and 
began outpatient therapy. After nine months, Darius 
was finally able to get back to a more normal life 
routine including school and football his junior year. 
Darius had worked hard to make the varsity team as 
a sophomore before the accident occurred. He said 
his love of football made him more determined to 
recover from his accident.

 Darius’ orthopedic surgeon was very 
instrumental in getting him back on the field, 
remembers Rhonda, who wasn’t so sure her son 
should play football after the accident. “He 
encouraged Darius to play. At that time he had a 
titanium rod in his leg so it wasn’t going to break.”
 His journey back to life and to football was so 
inspiring that his Life School coaches nominated 
Darius for the Ben Hogan Perseverance 
Scholarship, which is given annually to one 
college student and one high school student who 
have “overcome adversity or injury to return and 
excel in their respective sport.” 

 The award’s namesake, golf legend Ben Hogan, 
was seriously injured in an automobile accident and 
worked hard to return to golf. The award provides 
a $10,000 scholarship divided equally between 
the athlete and the athlete’s school, each receiving 
$5,000. The award will be used to help fund Darius’ 
education after he graduates from Life School 
in 2019. 
 “My journey to complete recovery will never be 
over but I’m determined to make each day count,” he 
says. “This experience has taught me not to take little 
things for granted, like family, and life in general.” 

(continued from page 17)

With the encouragement from my family, coaches and    
          friends, I decided to push myself in therapy and take 
    advantage of everything that was given to me 
   without complaining. I wanted my life back.“ “
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Jeremy LaRue 
Life School Oak Cliff Secondary

Please tell us how you came to teach at Life School.
I graduated from Life School and then went to Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University where I studied aerospace engineering. 
I graduated from college at the height of the recession and could 
not find a job. So I came back to Life School Oak Cliff to be a 
substitute teacher but leadership asked if I wanted to be a math 
interventionist instead. And I started tutoring students for the 
STAAR exam. Next thing you know there was a full-fledged 
teaching position open and so I thought why not?

What classes do you teach?
I started out teaching chemistry and physics. I convey how things 
work and get students to understand. My second year of teaching 
I started the engineering program. When I was a student I 
was on the golf team, and Coach Ding (Bryon, now Strategic 
Planner for the district) and Coach Thrush (Scott) were my 
coaches. When I came back to teach, I helped them coach golf. 
Today I am the golf coach, and I teach Physics and Engineering. 

What struck you when you came back to teach 
at your alma mater?
It was very weird for about two days. So much had changed with 
the perspective of being gone for a while. Halls that felt very big 
were actually pretty small. Today, more than 100 kids are in the 
graduating class – my class had 26.

What do you like to do when not teaching or coaching?
I enjoy the outdoors. I’m spending three to four weeks traveling 
Colorado to the West Coast this summer. I’ll be hiking in Utah 
and through the trees in the Sequoia National Park and fishing 
in Colorado. I like spending time with my extended family, 
including seven nieces and nephews, and six siblings (three 
natural, three step).

How long were you at Life School the first time?
I started in eighth grade in 1999 and graduated in 2004. 
This May marks the end of my eighth year of teaching.

Ever have thoughts about doing 
something else?
Probably not anytime soon. I just got 
my masters degree in education in 
December. Teaching is something I’ve 
really loved. It’s the people and the 
relationships. There’s not a lot of places 
where you are friends with your co-workers. 
We genuinely care about each other. Instead 
of co-workers, they’re family. 

Returning   
     home
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 aniel Ashley, an eighth-grader at Life 
Middle School Waxahachie, is an office 

aide extraordinaire who is in the National Honor 
Society, a member of the theater team, and loves to 
sing. His favorite kinds of music are country, R&B, 
rock and jazz.
        “He is very responsible and trustworthy,” says 
Principal Kim Riepe. “There is nothing I wouldn’t 
trust him with.”
        To become an office aide, students must 
be nominated and be in the eighth grade. It is 
an honor to be selected for this elective class.
        

        “He has wonderful manners,” continued 
Principal Riepe. “Manners like Daniel’s come 
natural to him.”
        Daniel started at Life School Lancaster in 
fourth grade. Next year he’ll be at Life High School 
Waxahachie.
        “I’m staying with Life School,” he says. “This is 
my home.”
        Daniel plans to be an engineer or a marine 
biologist. “The ocean is something that has always 
inspired me,” he says. 

        As part of his duties as office aide, Daniel 
travels around the school doing multiple jobs, 
running errands, helping staff and teachers with 
supplies and making copies.
        He spends a great deal of his time as an office 
aide inside the room with the giant printer and the 
shredder. “This is possibly my favorite room,” he 
says. “It’s very quiet. Sometimes I study in here. 
I hang out here – it’s the room where I do most of 
my jobs.”
        “I get insight into a lot,” he says. “My motto is, 
office aides are always on the clock.”

 on the 
     cl  ck
Always

D
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Life Middle School Waxahachie
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ife School Cedar Hill held its first flag raising ceremony on 
March 20 at the school’s newly minted flagpole thanks to the help 

of the American Legion Post 111, which provided all labor and materials for 
the new flagpole as well as a new set of American and Texas flags. 
 “The American Legion is honored to participate in Life School Cedar 
Hill’s flag raising ceremony and to provide resources to better our children’s 
welfare,” said American Legion 1st Division Vice Commander Gary Smith, 
who shared information about the history of the American Legion, its 
volunteer work and opportunities the organization offers to students.
 Other American Legion Post 111 members who attended the event 
included Commander Jan Cloud and Sons of American Legion Squadron 
111 Commander Ramon DeMaria. Cedar Hill Mayor Pro Tem Stephen 
Mason and Cedar Hill City Council members Jami McCain and Daniel 
Haydin were also in attendance, along with students, parents and other 
community members.
 Life School Cedar Hill aide Linda Reid and third-grade teacher 
Cyndy Milam teamed up to secure a flagpole and flag for the elementary 
school. Linda contacted American Legion Post 111, where her late husband 
had been a member, to learn how to get a flag and flagpole for the school. 
Instead of simply giving her a flag or telling her where to get one, the 
American Legion board took a vote and supplied the labor, a new flagpole 
and flags for the school.
  “The American Legion has a special place in my heart, and I am 
grateful for how they teach our children how to care for and respect our flag 
and country,” said Reid.
 Students were involved in the ceremony as well. Student council 
officers received and raised the flag with the help of military parents at the 
school, and the Life School Cedar Hill choir sang My Country, Tis of Thee 
and The Star-Spangled Banner. 
 Michael Mitchell, Life School Cedar Hill assistant principal and a 
Navy veteran, explained the meaning of the folds of the American Flag and 
the meaning of colors on the Texas Flag during the ceremony. 
 “It was an honor to be a part of the first Life School Cedar Hill 
flag ceremony,” said Ray Battles, Life School Cedar Hill student council 
president who participated in the ceremony. “I was proud to unfold the 
American flag and represent Life School Cedar Hill.” 
 Ray and his fellow student council members now raise the flag each 
morning before school starts.
 “Our students now understand the reasons why we do this,” said 
Principal Candace Johnson. “It’s nice to see our students grow and take 
pride in their country.”

New Flag Pole
Life School Cedar Hill Elementary

Raising 
     Old Glory
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t’s always an honor to receive special recognition 
for a job well done. And being named Mustang of 

the Month at Life School Red Oak Elementary is no 
exception. 

Brayden Reed, a Life School Red Oak  
fifth-grader, was recognized during the 2017-18 school 
year for his character and helpfulness, and for always 
“striving to do the right thing,” says assistant principal 
Danielle Dillard.

As evidence, Brayden once found a $20 bill on 
the blacktop at recess and turned it in to a teacher, 
never once asking for a reward.

“He did it because it was the right thing to do,” 
says fourth-grade Life School Red Oak teacher Kelsie 
McTaggart. “Brayden is a leader inside and outside of 
the classroom.”

Brayden’s fifth-grade writing teacher Susan 
Wolverton agrees. “He’s very respectful and friendly. 
When he had to write a fictional paper about giving 
wishes to a family member, he chose his brother in 
college. He picked very mature wishes for his brother 
so that he would do well. I was quite impressed.”

According to Life School Red Oak Principal Joy 
Shepherd, Brayden left an impression on her when he 
was nominated for Mustang of the Month. 

“His nomination letters were so special and 
unique,” she says. “And when he was announced as the 
winner he was so proud – and so were his parents. It 
just meant the world to him.”
 

World traveler
In addition to being known as an all-around 

good kid, Brayden is known for his world travels. 
He’s visited England, New York, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Oklahoma, California, New Mexico… His 
favorite so far? London!

“I like it because I get to see new places and learn 
about the history of those places,” he says. “We are 
going to Ireland this summer.”

His teachers describe him as one of the most 
globally well-rounded students in fifth grade.

“He loves to share his international experiences 
with his classmates and when he asks questions, 
he builds upon his prior knowledge from personal 
experiences abroad,” says his social studies teacher 
Candace Allen. “His ability to form historical 
connections from his traveling experience is profound.”

As for the future, Brayden dreams of one day 
working with rockets for NASA, and of going to the 
Titanic museum this summer in Ireland. 

Brayden Reed 
Life School Red Oak Elementary

I

Traveling 
    the world"Brayden is known 

for his world travels. 
He’s visited 

England, New York, 
Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, 

Oklahoma, 
California, 

New Mexico… 
His favorite so far? 

London!"
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Susan Wolverton
Life School Red Oak Elementary

“

          usan Wolverton didn’t start out in the book  
           publishing business. But as the fifth-grade 
writing teacher at Life School Red Oak Elementary, 
Susan can now certainly add book publisher to 
her title. 
 For the second year in a row, she has created an 
end-of-year gift for her students and their parents – 
a hardbound book of the students’ writings from the 
past year. 
 “It’s such a self-esteem booster,” says Principal 
Joy Shepherd. “The students love to see their stories 
in a hard-cover bound book. It’s a lot of work. With 
150 students, it’s quite an undertaking. She does a 
great job with it, for sure.”
 Susan says her goal is to provide opportunities 
for her fifth-graders – who are coming off the 
fourth-grade STAAR exam – to write and see 
real-life examples of what they’ve been studying. 
“I like to give them opportunities to get in touch 
with their creative sides,” she says.
 Susan tries to keep things interesting, and 
explains to her students that even if they’re football 
players they still need to be able to write and read 
other people’s writing.

 Among the types of writing they shared this 
year were personification stories (for example, 
pretend to be a piece of candy), research papers, 
persuasive papers (for example, eat turkey for 
Thanksgiving), or picture prompts (use an image to 
prompt a story). 

 “I let them choose whichever they want,” says 
Susan, who has been teaching for 14 years. This is 
her fourth year at Life School. 
 “I have taught it all,” she says. “Math, social 
studies, science, writing. Everything from third to 
eighth grade.”
 This year has been extra special as one of her 
three daughters, Sharon, is now also a teacher at 
Life School Red Oak. “We’ve been able to 
collaborate,” says Susan. “I’ve helped her see what is 
coming so she can understand what they know, what 
they should know, and what they don’t know.” 

S
The   

 publisher

RE S I L I ENT

S E L F - A W A R E

PROBLEM

S O L V E R

GLOBAL

P E R S P E C TIV E

EFF E C T IVE

C O M M U NIC ATOR

HUM I LI T Y

E T H I C A L

HUM I LI T Y

E T H I C A L

E TH I C AL 

L E A D E R S H IP

RE S I L I ENT

G OA L - O R IE N T E D

EFFECTIVE

C O M M U NIC ATOR

CITIZENSHIP

C O L L A B O R ATIVE

LIFE LEADER

LIFE LEADERLIFE LEADER
LIFE LEADER LIFE LEADER

LIFE LEADERLIFE LEADER
LIFE LEADER LIFE LEADER LIFE LEADER



30 31

What follows is a Q&A with Ellen Saltzman, 
Life School Gifted & Talented Coordinator.

What is the official name of Life School’s 
Gifted and Talented program?
Life School Gifted and Talented Services is the 
overarching program that serves Gifted and 
Talented (GT)-identified students in grades K-12. 

Explain how the GT program works.
GT-identified students often cannot reach their full 
academic potential within the parameters of general 
education. With this in mind, Gifted and Talented 
Services are offered in a variety of contexts and 
vary by grade level. For example, elementary GT 
students receive instruction suited to meet their 
needs as learners. Additional services are offered 
to third- through sixth-graders through OASIS 
(Opportunities for Advanced Students In School) 
weekly small-group classes. 
 In middle and high school, students may enroll 
in Pre-Advanced Placement or Advanced Placement 
core content courses. High school campuses also 
offer Dual Credit options for college credit, UIL 
academic competitions, honor societies, campus 
clubs and extracurricular activities that foster a joy 
for learning and expose students to advanced 
academic opportunities.

What qualifies a student 
to participate in GT?
If a parent, teacher, counselor or other member of 
the school community believe a student displays 
characteristics of giftedness, they may recommend 
that student for GT Services assessment. There are 
two referral windows each year. Classroom teachers 
or campus front-office staff can be contacted for 
further information regarding dates and process. 

What is the Gifted and Talented Expo?
OASIS students participate in the annual District 
Gifted and Talented Expo (GT Expo). They cover 
difficult topics ranging from the availability of  
electricity in developed and developing countries  
to how education and healthcare systems impact 
countries and citizens. At year’s end, students 
present what they have learned at the GT Expo,  
now in its third year. One student team from each 
grade level is named Humanitarian Team of the 
Year, winning a $100 donation from Life School  
to a charitable organization that serves the people  
of the country they have studied. 
 In 2018, on behalf of the Humanitarians of  
the Year, Life School donated $850 to the  
following organizations: Kiva International, Heifer 
International, Oxfam, Compassion International, 
and Assemblies of God World Missions.

Why is a program like this so important?
GT Services are critical to the success of students 
and their schools. Our students need an outlet to 
display and develop their unique perspectives and 
curiosities. They need opportunities to satisfy their 
drive and desire for exploring the world around 
them. When students meet their full potential in 
these realms, schools benefit from the richness  
that is added to the school culture, the joy of  
learning that is added to the school environment, 
and at times, the very work of these students’ minds 
and hands. 

Gifted & Talented
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His mentor at the Boys & Girls Club agrees that 
Shamar is special. “He’d be the first kid I’d come 
to if I needed something,” says Brandon Chiles.

S

Shamar Williams
Life School Mountain Creek Elementary

game
He's got 

hamar Williams is by all accounts an 
amazing basketball player. The fifth-

grader plays for a club team that requires him 
to travel on the weekends. As if that didn’t 
keep him busy enough, that’s not his only role. 
Shamar also has a “job” at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Arlington.
 Most afternoons when school is done and 
after-school activities are complete, Shamar can 
be found at the Boys & Girls Club of Arlington 
where his mom, Shayla Beck, works. She’s been 
working with the Boys & Girls Club since 2004. 
 “I was going to school full time and working 
at the club full time too, so Shamar came with 
me,” recalls Shayla, who began working with the 
organization while living in East Texas. “Shamar 
has been a ‘club kid’ since he was an infant. 
Basically he grew up in the Boys & Girls Club.”
 Today Shayla is Branch Manager of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Arlington. And Shamar? He’s 
still right by his mom’s side, only now the 
fifth-grader has his own set of responsibilities.
“He watched me as a leader and took 
responsibility to help me,” she remembers. 
“Today, when we start shutting down at 6:30, 
he just jumps up and starts to work.”
 Shamar’s main priority is the gym. He helps 
put away the equipment, cleans the floor and the 
bleachers, carries chairs, grabs supplies and 
more. He does this every day after school and 
even on the weekends if mom has to come into 
the office. 
 

“Shamar does whatever he can to help his mom,” 
says Kristal Byars, Shamar’s PE teacher at Life 
School Mountain Creek. “He always steps up 
to the plate with the greatest, most passionate 
attitude about serving others. He has an integrity 
about him.”
 His mentor at the Boys & Girls Club agrees 
that Shamar is special. “He’d be the first kid I’d 
come to if I needed something,” says Brandon 
Chiles, the Academic Success Program Manager 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Arlington. “I try to 
give him guidance and direction. Try to shorten 
the learning curve so he doesn’t make the same 
mistakes I did.”
 The A student, who also goes by his  
nickname Scooter, is well-known for his attitude 
of fun and a smile that lights up the room. 
 “He will soar,” says Kristal. “It’s an honor  
to have him in my class. His momma did a  
great job.”

on and off the court
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Stacia Marie McKellum, pictured with Chief of 
Staff Scott Fuller, is the valedictorian of the 2018 
Life High School Waxahachie Senior Class and 
graduated with a 4.280 grade point average. Stacia 
was part of the National Honor Society, the Spanish 
Honor Society, Choir and the Varsity Girls Mustang 
Volleyball team. She is active in the praise dance 
and song ministry at her church and has been 
accepted at SMU where she will begin her studies 
in pre-law this fall.

Jaz Aerial Mitchell, pictured with Chief of Staff 
Scott Fuller, is the valedictorian of the 2018 Life 
School Oak Cliff graduating class and graduated 
with a 4.407 GPA. Jaz was part of the Life School 
Dual Credit Program and graduated with her 
Associate's Degree from Mountain View College 
two weeks before her high school graduation. 
She plans to major in Biomedical Engineering 
at the University of Texas at Austin this fall. Jaz 
was part of the National Honor Society, Cheer, 
and the Student Council, and earned Student of 
the Month and Cheerleader of the Year during 
her high school career. 

Abilene Christian University
Arizona State University
Austin College
Aveda Institute of Dallas
Baylor University
Belhaven University
Blinn College
Boss Beauty Makeup Academy 
Cedar Valley Community College
Dallas Baptist University
Dillard University
El Centro Community College
Florida A&M
Grambling State University
Hampton University
Hardin-Simmons University
Huston-Tillotson University
Jarvis Christian
KD Conservatory College of Film 
   & Dramatic Arts
Midwestern State
Missouri Valley College

Mountain View College
Navarro College
North Central Texas College
Paul Mitchell Beauty School
Philander Smith University
Prairie View A&M University
Richland College
Saint Louis University
Sam Houston State University
Southern Methodist University
Southwestern Assemblies of God University
St. Mary's University
St. John's River State College
Stephen F. Austin
Tarleton State University
Texas A&M University
Texas A&M Universiy - Commerce
Texas A&M University - Texarkana
Texas Christian University
Texas College
Texas Southern University
Texas State Technical College
Texas State University
Texas Tech

Texas Woman's University
Training Academy 4 U 
Tulane University
Tyler Junior College
U.S. Air Force
U.S. Army
U.S. Army National Guard
U.S. Navy
University of Central Arkansas
University of Houston
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
University of North Texas
University of North Texas - Dallas
University of Texas 
University of Texas - Arlington
University of Texas - Dallas
Western Oklahoma State College
Western Texas College
Westminster College

Where they’re headed…

2017-2018 Dr. Tom Wilson 
Scholarship Recipients

futures
Bright 
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Life School and the Life School Education Foundation 
would like to thank our donors and sponsors.

Life School The mission of Life School is to train leaders with life skills through strong academics, character training, 
and partnerships with parents and the community.
 As a nonprofit, Life School relies on charitable giving to support its mission. Because the school’s primary focus 
is developing leadership and character traits in students and staff, it routinely has school graduation and college 
acceptance rates that far exceed state and national averages. Life School staff and students maintain high standards for 
education which require individual awareness and charitable giving to support continued successful student outcomes.

The Life School Education Foundation seeks to support students via charitable events, government and 
private grants, corporate sponsorships, earned-income opportunities, and individuals like you.
 With your support, Life School will expand and enhance learning opportunities by providing scholarships and 
grants to students and teachers, support Life School operations, continuously improve competitive UIL athletic and fine 
arts teams, academic clubs, technology, in-class resources, and the educational environment for the students we serve.
 The Life School Education Foundation seeks to impact education on a global scale by partnering with, and 
supporting, like-missioned organizations that are committed to providing opportunities for students and educators to 
reach their greatest potentials.

To give or to inquire about ways to support Life School, 
contact the Mission Advancement office at 

469-850-LIFE (5433) or visit lifeschoolfoundation.org.

Stripes

Fairways for Leaders Golf Tournament The Life School Education Foundation held its fourth annual Fairways for Leaders Golf Tournament in 
June. The tournament supports the work of the Foundation and benefits the Dr. Tom Wilson Scholarship Fund. For the past three years, the tournament has 
been hosted at Hackberry Creek Country Club in Irving, Texas. The Life School Education Foundation is extremely grateful to our partners and friends who 
sponsored and played in the tournament. Your investment in Life School is impacting the lives of our students in significant ways! If you are interested in 
being part of next year’s tournament, please contact us at mainfo@lifeschools.net or visit the Fairways for Leaders 
site for more information: fflgolf.lifeschoolfoundation.org. To impact the lives of our students in other ways, 
please visit donate.lifeschoolfoundation.org.

 THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!
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Brent Wilson
Superintendent

Christopher Clemmons
Treasurer

Eddie Davis Jr. 

Ruben Martinez

Sharon Will iams
Secretar y

Board Members

Students                                                                                        5,668             5,364               5,026              4,644              4,206                 
         
Revenues per Student          
Local Revenue                                                                      $329               $310               $276                $239               $194              
State Revenue                                                                   $8,341                          $8,706           $8,146            $8,006            $7,587           
Federal Revenue                                                                       $832                             $895               $652               $693               $578             

Total Revenue per Student                                                $9,502                          $9,911           $9,074                        $8,938           $8,358           
           
Expenses per Student          
Instruction and Instructional Related Services                  $4,671                         $5,126            $4,406            $4,270            $3,978           
Instructional and School Leadership                                $578               $642                             $599                $564                $543                 
Administrative Support Services                   $559                              $611                $633                $735                $664               
Support Services - Non-Student Based                         $1,752           $1,879            $1,625            $1,574            $1,511            
Support Services - Student Based                            $1,126                          $1,130                $968               $789                $737              
Ancillary Services                                                                         $0                                   $0                     $1                     $0                     $1                
Debt Service                                                                      $683               $726               $782                 $771                $707              
Fundraising                                                                         $64                               $31                    $9                     $7                     $0                      
         
Total Expenses per Student                                                $9,433                       $10,145             $9,023            $8,711            $8,142          

Investing in the communities we serve

Life School Financial Information
Statement of Activities Summary

Life School is committed to making a valuable impact on the lives of the students, parents and individuals we serve. 
As part of this commitment, we take a prudent approach when investing the dollars entrusted in our care. By relying 
on a strong team of dedicated teachers, staff and leadership, Life School’s primary focus remains the education of our 
students and the advancement of our communities. 

Revenues     
Local Revenue                                         $1,863,047  $1,664,310                $1,387,781                $1,112,141         $815,376              
State Revenue                                                     $47,274,674              $46,701,123             $40,942,149             $37,179,926            $31,908,883              
Federal Revenue                                       $4,717,167  $4,799,129                 $3,277,993      $3,216,446   $2,429,138    
Total Revenue                                                          $53,854,888              $53,164,562              $45,607,923            $41,508,513             $35,153,397    
       
         
Expenses          
Instruction and Instructional Related Service         $26,474,669             $27,495,427              $22,144,442 $19,828,271            $16,730,229   
Instructional and School Leadership                    $ 3,276,800              $3,445,435   $3,011,768    $2,618,737                $2,285,555   
Administrative Support Services            $3,166,542                $ 3,279,481   $3,182,860    $3,415,337                $2,792,787     
Support Services - Non-Student Based            $9,931,213              $10,078,686   $8,166,313               $7,310,426                $6,354,545     
Support Services - Student Based     $6,381,079                 $6,059,521   $4,863,595                $3,666,431                $3,101,159     
Ancillary Services               $1,324                         $1,786            $3,067                        $2,161                        $4,692          
Debt Service                                                          $3,872,909   $3,894,396   $3,930,018               $3,581,953                $2,975,559     
Fundraising        $362,580                    $165,593         $45,862             $32,139                             $944             
       
Total Expenses                                                             $53,467,116             $54,420,325               $45,347,925            $40,455,455            $34,245,470 

           8/31/17                  8/31/16                  8/31/15                   8/31/14                   8/31/13                   
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L IFE  SCHOOL CENTRAL OFF ICE 
132  EAST  OVILLA ROAD,  STE .  A ,  RED OAK,  TEXAS  75154

469 -850 -5433  •  WWW.L IFESCHOOLS .NET

LIFE SCHOOL OAK CLIFF ELEMENTARY

LIFE SCHOOL CEDAR HILL ELEMENTARY

LIFE SCHOOL RED OAK ELEMENTARY

LIFE MIDDLE SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE

LIFE HIGH SCHOOL WAXAHACHIE

LIFE SCHOOL LANCASTER ELEMENTARY

LIFE SCHOOL MOUNTAIN CREEK ELEMENTARY

LIFE SCHOOL OAK CLIFF SECONDARY

LEADERSHIP ATTRIBUTES

Ready to Learn 
                       

Ready for Life
Ready to Lead

Critical Thinking
Global Perspective

Information Literacy

Collaborative
Effective Communicator
Ethical Leadership

Humility
Problem Solver
Social Awareness

Citizenship
Financial Literacy

Goal-Oriented

Resilient
Self-Aware

Self-Managed


